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 Bass Fishing Bass Fishing Bass Fishing
Even in January, there are usually days that are very pleasant on the water, 

particularly in the afternoon.   

at Lake of the Ozarks
  We interviewed Bassing Bob Expert Jack 
Uxa, owner of Jack’s Guide Service and 
Head Guide for Tan-Tar-A Resort, to 
capture and share the knowledge he’s 
gained from many years �shing the 
winter months at LOZ.

  

  “I really look forward to good traditional 
wintertime �shing,” says Uxa, who 
spends about 300 days a year on the 
lake. “I’ll get my jerkbaits ready, my 
�nesse jigs tied up and then wait for the 
cold weather to move in. Things are

going to get pretty simple as far as lure 
selection goes in January and February; 
you’re going to be using a jerkbait, an 
Alabama rig or a jig.”
  In January, the dam operators will begin 
to draw down the lake and that will put 
the bass in more predictable locations. 
“Channel swings, points and steep banks 
are the typical wintertime bass 
hangouts,” says Uxa. “The �sh don’t roam 
around as much when the lake is lower. 
If you get lucky, at this time of year you 
can haul in the biggest sack of bass you’ll 
ever catch!”
  Even in January, there are usually 
several days that are very pleasant on 
the water, particularly in the afternoon. 
“This lake doesn’t cool down or freeze 
like smaller bodies of water do,” Uxa 
explains. “It’s one of the most northern 
bodies of water that doesn’t freeze on a 
regular basis.”

“Things are going to get pretty simple as far as lure selection goes in January and February; 
you’re going to be using a jerkbait, an Alabama rig or a jig.”

  The Lake of the Ozarks (LOZ) is an 
impressive body of water that stretches 
93 miles end to end. Its 55,000 acres of 
water wash up on 1,150 miles of 
shoreline. Approximately 25,000 docks 
jut out into the water and vary widely 
in size from one-slip docks associated 
with single-family dwellings to the 
multiple-slip docks that serve the 
residents and guests of over 250 condo 
complexes around the lake. 
  In the summertime, the lake is packed 
with tourists and recreational boaters, 
but during the winter the lake becomes 
a much more peaceful setting that is 
very attractive to anglers. Talk to any 
bass �sherman who �shes Lake of the 
Ozarks year round and you’ll often hear 
them say that their favorite months on 
the lake are January and February. 

January & February
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   “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed December 9, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.
   “Average Temperature in February for Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, USA”, WeatherSpark, accessed December 9, 2013, http://weatherspark.com/averages/29603/02/Lake-Ozark-Missouri-United-States.
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“Average Temperature in January for Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, USA”, WeatherSpark, accessed December 9, 2013, http://weatherspark.com/averages/29603/01/Lake-Ozark-Missouri-United-States. 

4 “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed December 9, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.

  The month of February is characterized by rapidly rising 
daily high temperatures ranging from 43°F to 52°F over the 
course of the month, exceeding 67°F or dropping below 
27°F only one day in ten. The median cloud cover ranges 
from 54% to 60% (partly cloudy). Typical February wind 
speeds vary from 0 mph to 13 mph, rarely exceeding 19 
mph. The average probability that some form of 
precipitation will be observed on any given day is 4%.  
Average rainfall is 1.79 inches and average snowfall is 5.6 
inches. 
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February

Bob Bueltmann and Jack Uxa with 19.87 lbs of bass.  
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January

  Air temperatures in January average a fairly constant high 
of 42°F over the course of the month, exceeding 59°F or 
dropping below 25°F only one day in ten. Daily low 
temperatures average around 24°F, falling below 8°F or 
exceeding 39°F only one day in ten. The median cloud 
cover is 60% (partly cloudy), with little variation as the 
month wears on. The wind is most often out of the south 
(21% of the time) and west (11% of the time). Typical wind 
speeds vary from 0 mph to 12 mph, rarely exceeding 18 
mph. The average probability that some form of 
precipitation will be observed on any given day is 2%.  
Average rainfall is 1.82 inches and average snowfall is 5.1 
inches. 
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January & February 
Weather

  “When I �rst started bass �shing here at Lake of the 
Ozarks,” says Bob Bueltmann, owner of Bassing Bob, 
“my �rst goal as someone fairly new to the sport was 
to catch at least one keeper each month of the year, 
but I went 2 or 3 years without being able to catch a 
keeper bass in February. In fact, I didn’t catch one in 
February until I hired a guide, Jack Uxa, owner of 
Jack’s Guide Service, hoping he could teach me the 
�ner points of how to catch a bass in the conditions 
of that particular month. And he did just that! Going 
out on the lake with Jack, I learned so much about 
�shing in the winter that I couldn’t learn from 
magazines and books. If I could recommend only one 
thing to Bassing Bob’s members and readers, it would 
be this: take the time to go out with a guide!” 

.....................................

.....................................

Why Hire a Guide?
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Water Temperatures in January and February 

5 “Lake Level/Temp”, Ozark Digital Data, accessed December 1, 2013, http://server.odd.net/waterlevel/index.php.
6 “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed December 1, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.

Water Temperatures in 
January & February

  Water temperatures in January and 
February can vary by as much as 10°F 
from year to year. Most commonly, 
average surface temperatures fall 
between the mid- to upper 30s and 
the low to mid-40s, with averages 
occasionally falling below 35°F and 
above 45°F depending on how cold 
the winter air temperatures have 
been. The di�erence from year to year 
can be quite signi�cant. For example, 
the water temperatures in January 
and February of 2010 stayed very 
constant, never rising above 35°F or 
falling below 34°F. By contrast, in 
2013 the water temperature never fell 
below 42°F and rose to 50°F in 
February of that year.   The average 
water temperature in January is 
39.2°F; in February the average falls to 
38.1°F.    
  The water temperatures in winter at 
Lake of the Ozarks are warmest in the 
lower lake by the Bagnell Dam. This is 
one of the reasons anglers tend to 
focus their �shing e�orts in the lower 
lake area, especially during 
tournaments.
  “As we go into January, the water 
temperatures will be cold, but not 
necessarily frigid,” says Uxa, drawing 
from his 10 years of experience as a 
guide on Lake of the Ozarks. “They’ll 
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be dropping, but will usually be a 
little warmer than most people think. 
Farm ponds are di�erent; they cool 
down very fast. But this lake is big, 
and it takes a little while for the water 
temperatures to fall.”

Water Levels and the 
Winter Lake Drawdown

  Because Lake of the Ozarks is an 
impoundment of water created by 
the construction of Bagnell Dam, 
water levels and generation of current 
are regulated by Ameren Missouri, 
which is the corporation responsible 
for the operation of the Osage Plant 
and for shoreline management. Each  
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year in January, Ameren begins drawing 
down the lake in preparation for the 
spring rains.
  “Our lake has very little storage capacity 
when compared to Corps lakes like 
Truman, so we must create room to store 
possible �ood water in the spring,” says 
Je� Green, Ameren Missouri’s Shoreline 
Management Supervisor for Lake of the 
Ozarks and one of Bassing Bob’s Advisors. 
“Beginning just after the �rst of the year 
to roughly mid-February, we will slowly 
draw the lake down to 654 feet, which is 
5 feet below the summer level of 659. 
The target level takes about 45 days to 
reach.”

Aerial photos provided by Ameren Missouri show the di�erence in the exposed shoreline of the lake and an 
island at the 63 MM before and after the drawdown.

5
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  Green says that drawdown is more of 
a process than a daily action, so 
generation of current will vary over the 
course of the drawdown. “Power prices, 
in�ows from Truman Dam, power 
demand, outages at other plants and 
precipitation can all impact generation 
in the winter,” says Green. “One of the 
biggest drivers of power demand in the 
winter is bitter cold temperatures 
which can keep some people o� the 
lake. The drawdown is a pretty passive 
process for the most part, but anglers 
can anticipate heavier generation at 
times based on the reasons listed 
above.”
  Current generation and the drawdown 
process will de�nitely a�ect where 
anglers will �nd the bass. “In January 
and February, generation can vary 
quite a bit,” says Uxa, who knows from 
experience that the drawdown process 
is often very unpredictable. “When the 
water �rst starts to drop, the bass may 
still be in the creeks. Heavy generation 
though will probably put the bass on 
steep banks. Also, remember that bass 
don’t like current when it’s cold so 
when there’s current being generated, 
they’ll often tuck in behind the blu� 
ends for protection.”

(continued from previous page)

Cold Weather Boat Care
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Ameren Missouri’s Audio Fishing Reports, which are updated regularly, are available by visiting BasssingBob.com and clicking on the “Fishing Reports” tab. 
Anglers can also call (573) 365-9205 for a recorded message that provides lake level information.

Catching Bass 
 

Finding the Fish

  In some ways, �shing Lake of the Ozarks in January and February is less complex 
than in other months because it really comes down to three baits: jerkbait, jigs 
and the Alabama rig. The trick to successful bass �shing at this time of the year is 
�guring out where the �sh are and slowing things down. “In January and 
February, you’re still looking for schools of bait�sh, because that’s where the bass 
will be,” says Uxa. “Finding the bait�sh may be even more important in these 
months than others. You just have to get out there and look around.” 

In January and February, you’re still looking for schools of shad, because that’s where the bass will be.  
This shad is 8 inches long and is probably 2-3 years old.

in January & February



5
Bassing Bob, LLC 2013

  Another good bit of advice from Uxa is 
to follow the wind. “Wind can really 
have a positive e�ect on your day out 
on the lake,” he says. “It’s one of the 
factors I look for to help me catch 
active �sh. Even just a little breeze can 
help by pushing the �sh into shallower 
water. I look especially for the places 
where the wind is hitting rocky banks 
or docks at a right angle.”

to begin your search are blu� ends, 
points, channel banks and swings, and 
places along the shoreline where 
there’s a transition, like a change in the 
size of the rocks.
  “If you have electronics on your boat 
and see �sh on your �sh �nder,” Uxa 
advises, “slow the boat down and start 
�shing. This is a time of year when you 
really have to go slow and make a cast 
last, sometimes 2 or 2 ½ minutes. 
Remember that the bass won’t go after 
anything that’s moving too fast now 
that their metabolism has slowed down 
for the winter. You need to make 
whatever you throw out there look like 
an easy meal.”
  Uxa says blu� ends are a prime place 
to throw a jerkbait or an Alabama rig in 
January and February. “If there’s 
current, you should check out some of 
the tucked-in spots around these blu� 
ends where the �sh are protected 
from the current,” he says. “If the water 
level is going down, they’ll key on 
steeper banks and blu�s.” 
  Docks don’t play as big a role in the 
wintertime as they do in other months, 
but docks can produce shade, and even 
in the winter, sometimes the bass seem 
to like the shade. “If it’s a sunny day and 
you’re not getting a bite in the more 
usual winter hangouts,” suggests Uxa, 
“try throwing an Alabama rig parallel to 
docks in the shady areas, especially if 
you know there’s a brushpile there.” 
 

  Greg Stoner, Missouri Department of 
Conservation Fisheries Management 
Biologist at Lake of the Ozarks, says the 
smallest shad in the lake in January and 
February will be those that were 
spawned the previous spring, and will 
be about 3 to 4 inches in length. 
“Gizzard shad can get pretty big,” says 
Stoner. “The largest I’ve personally seen 
was 19 inches! I’m not certain how big 
of a shad a bass will try to tackle, but it 
does depend to some extent on the 
size of a bass. I did have a bass in the 
21-inch range cough up a 10-inch 
crappie on my measuring board. A 
hungry bass can get pretty ambitious!” 
  A common mistake anglers make 
when �shing in the winter is assuming 
the bass are all suspended in deep 
water. “I’ve caught bass in January and 
February in some pretty shallow water, 
but the key is that the deep water is 
nearby,” says Uxa. He suggests starting 
your search with the steep banks in the 
coves, especially those with big rock 
along the shoreline. Other good places 

Good places to begin the search for bass in the winter 
are blu� ends and steep rocky banks.

On sunny winter days, try throwing an Alabama 
rig in shady areas parallel to docks.

Even a slight breeze can help by pushing the 
�sh into shallower water. Look especially for 
the places where the wind is hitting rocky 
banks, points or docks at a right angle.

  In the winter, most anglers will opt to 
�sh the lower end of the lake where the 
water is clearest. “The clearer the water 
you’re �shing in the winter, the better,” 
says Uxa. “You want the bass to see 
your bait so they’ll come up and get it. 
Remember that �sh feed up. They may 
be suspended down to 10-12 feet, but 
they’re looking up, so you need to work 
your lure down to where they’ll see it. 
Depending on how clear the water is, 
that may be as shallow as 4-5 feet. 
That’s why even in winter you might 
catch �sh in fairly shallow waters even 
though they’re suspending in deeper 
water than that.” 
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  Uxa says conditions tend to remain 
fairly constant in the winter months, 
so not much changes in how you �sh 
in January and February. “Even an 
unseasonably warm day won’t make 
much of a di�erence in the middle of 
winter,” he says. “It might pull them up 
a little bit higher, but usually you need 
two or three days of warmer weather 
in a row to change anything. 
Remember though, a one-degree 
di�erence in water temperature can 
really change things up and make the 
�sh more active, or they may gravitate 
to the part of the lake where it’s just a 
little warmer.”
  On the other end of the weather 
spectrum are the days of real winter 
weather. “While you do need to take 
extra safety precautions on days when 
you have icy or snowy conditions,” says 
Uxa, “most anglers will tell you that if 
it’s snowing, it’s probably going to be 
great �shing, and it’s absolutely 
beautiful.”

Most anglers will tell you that if it’s snowing, it’s 
probably going to be a good day to get out on the 
lake and catch some �sh. And the view isn’t bad 
either! 

(continued from previous page)

Bald eagles winter at Lake of the Ozarks and can often be seen perched in branches along the shoreline. 
  
  Most anglers will tell you that 
sometimes it seems like the worse the 
weather, the better the �shing! But Uxa 
says that you do need to take extra 
precautions when the weather forecast 
calls for ice or snow. “Wear a life jacket 
in case you slip and fall in the water,” he 
cautions. “Mustang-style life jackets are 
good because they in�ate if you fall in, 
but the rest of the time you hardly 
know you’ve got one on so they don’t 
get in the way.”
  Boat ramps get icy, as do the boat 
decks so be careful when conditions 
get icy or snowy. Take extra changes of 
clothes, and be prepared for how cold 
it will be when you’re running the boat. 
Every angler on the lake who �shes 
regularly in the winter has found 
speci�c things that work for them to 
stay warm but in general you want to 
layer your clothes, take extras in case 
you get wet, and be aware that you’ll 
need extra warmth for times when your 
boat is moving.

  It’s also a good idea to check regularly 
for ice forming on the line guides of 
your rod. If this happens, dip the rod in 
the water and move it around until the 
ice comes o�. The ice can damage the 
line and have negative e�ects on your 
casting and hook setting.

When boating in the colder months of the year a 
life jacket is a critical piece of equipment and should 
be worn at all times.



Bassing Bob, LLC 2013

7

  Uxa says that at this time of the year, 
the bass will take more time to 
inspect the lure and sometimes the 
more commonly used colors just 
won’t be what they want. “Normally 
you can’t go wrong with lures that 
mimic a bait�sh,” he says. “I like to use 
something with a little blue, a little 
shine, gold when it’s cloudy, silver 
when it’s clear. A couple of my favorite 
jerkbait colors for January and 
February are Aurora Black and French 
Pearl. But sometimes if I’m not having 
any luck with these, I’ll throw some 
wacky color and that’ll do the trick!”  

  Uxa likes the ½ oz Megabass ITO Vision 
110 jerkbait for actively feeding bass. 
Sometimes he’ll put a SuspenDot on the 
throat so it will gradually sink, but notes 
that some anglers prefer to use lead wire 
wrapped around the top of one of the 
hooks to add weight instead of using the 
dots. “To get your jerkbait to sink and 
suspend the way you like it,” he says, “you 
may need to customize your lure with 
additional strategically-placed weight. 
Storm SuspenDots [also available as 
SuspenStrips] are small weights with 
adhesive backing that can be applied to 
modify the action of a lure. These are 
very pliable weights that you can bend 
or fold. Put the weight in the middle if 
you want the bait to sink levelly, though 
I like it to have a little tilt downward. 
When I want to �sh a little deeper, I’ll use 
a Lucky Craft Bevy Shad; this one will 
automatically go down a little deeper 
than the Megabass.”

going to get pretty simple as far as lure 
selection goes in January and February; 
you’re going to be using a jerkbait, an 
Alabama rig or a jig.”
  In January, the dam operators will begin 
to draw down the lake and that will put 
the bass in more predictable locations. 
“Channel swings, points and steep banks 
are the typical wintertime bass 
hangouts,” says Uxa. “The �sh don’t roam 
around as much when the lake is lower. 
If you get lucky, at this time of year you 
can haul in the biggest sack of bass you’ll 
ever catch!”
  Even in January, there are usually 
several days that are very pleasant on 
the water, particularly in the afternoon. 
“This lake doesn’t cool down or freeze 
like smaller bodies of water do,” Uxa 
explains. “It’s one of the most northern 
bodies of water that doesn’t freeze on a 
regular basis.”

Ski goggles and a full-face mask or a helmet are great additions to your winter gear for times when you’re running the boat. 
See pages 3-4 of the Bassing Bob publication “November & December Bass Fishing at Lake of the Ozarks” for more tips on 

staying safe and warm when �shing in the winter.

“Normally you can’t go wrong with lures that mimic a bait�sh.”

Lucky Craft Bevy Shad

Jerkbait with 
SuspenDot added 
to the throat for
 extra weight 

If you're out on the lake in the winter, 
be sure to keep these numbers handy 
in case you need help.

Missouri Water Patrol Communications
 (573) 751-3333

Missouri Water Patrol Emergency
 (800) 525-5555 or *55 (cellular)

TowBoatU.S. Lake of the Ozarks
 (573) 216-4701 (24-hour line)
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January & February Fishing Tips  January & February Fishing Tips  January & February Fishing Tips 
From Bassing Bob Expert Jack Uxa

Here are some quick tips from Bassing Bob Expert Jack Uxa for �shing the Lake of the Ozarks 
in the heart of winter:

•   Look for steep banks; the importance of steep banks in these two winter months can’t be understated. 
    The trick is �nding WHICH steep banks will produce �sh from day to day.

•   Use Storm SuspenDots/SuspenStrips or lead wire wrapped around the top of the front hook to modify 
    the action of a jerkbait so it sinks and/or suspends the way you like.

•   The jerkbait is the most versatile lure for January and February conditions, and there are many brands and 
    colors to choose from; it can work well regardless of how windy it is. However, if it’s not windy at all and the 
    �sh are not biting on a jerkbait, switch to a jig.

•   If it’s super windy, throw the Alabama rig, but be sure to 
   switch to a heavier rod & line to handle the increased weight 
   of this particular bait. Uxa uses a 7’9” heavy action rod and 
   25 lb �uorocarbon line when �shing with an Alabama rig.

•   Winter is hard on fishing line, so you may have to change it out more frequently than other times of year. 
    8-10 lb test Berkley Trilene XL mono�lament works well with a jerkbait because it doesn’t sink and it’s not too 
    expensive so it’s not a big deal to replace. 

•   A jig is the best choice for stained water or when the water is just a little off color. Stick with browns and greens, 
    black/blue, or other dark colors with a little �ash of chartreuse or sparkle. 

A jerkbait, like this Strike King KVD, is the most versatile lure for 
January and February conditions. 

An Alabama rig is one of the three most e�ective baits you can use in the winter 
months to catch bass at Lake of the Ozarks, especially on windy days.

A jig is the best choice for stained water or 
when the water is just a little o� color.

Quick
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Bassing Bob owner Bob Bueltmann poses with a 6 lb bass 
he caught using a Crock-O-Gator jig. 

A close-up of the Crock-O-Gator jig 
that caught the 6 lb hawg.

Crock-O-Gator ½ oz 
Zapper Jig – Ozark Craw

Zoom Speed Craw – 
Green Pumpkin Purple

•   If it’s a sunny day and you’re not getting any bites, find some shade along the shoreline or around docks and 
    try �shing that. Uxa says that sometimes this trick works, sometimes it doesn’t; you just have to try it and see. 

•   If heavy current is being generated, check for bass tucked in behind bluff points where they may be holding to
    stay out of the current. 

•   If you’re fishing in the upper lake where the water is more stained, you may want to switch to jig fishing. The lower 
    lake is more of a jerkbait or Alabama rig bite in the winter. Midlake, where the water is more likely to be lightly 
    stained, anglers may �nd that having a variety of lures ready to throw from these three basic categories will work best.
 

If it’s a sunny day and you’re not getting any bites, try �shing the shade along the shoreline or next to a dock.

9
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Finding the Fish

  In some ways, �shing Lake of the Ozarks in January and February is less complex 
than in other months because it really comes down to three baits: jerkbait, jigs 
and the Alabama rig. The trick to successful bass �shing at this time of the year is 
�guring out where the �sh are and slowing things down. “In January and 
February, you’re still looking for schools of bait�sh, because that’s where the bass 
will be,” says Uxa. “Finding the bait�sh may be even more important in these 
months than others. You just have to get out there and look around.” 

  Uxa’s pick cove for January and 
February is Lick Branch Cove found 
at the 5.2 MM. “This is a good cove 
for the colder months of the year 
because it’s a big area in the North 
Shore,” says Uxa. “The way it’s oriented, 
the cove is protected from northern 
winds, getting southern winds instead 
so it stays a little warmer but still gives 
you some wind to work with. It also 
has lots of secondary points, creek 
channels and steep banks.”  

Lick Branch Cove is found at the 5.2 MM of the main channel in the North Shore area of LOZ. 

Jack Uxa’s
 Pick Cove for January and February Pick Cove for January and February

Lick
Branch
Cove

Lick
Branch
Cove

Lick
Branch
Cove
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The Smithwick Rogue comes in a variety of styles and colors. 

FEATURED BAIT 
for January & February

  “A jerkbait of this style looks similar to a shad struggling for life.” 

The Smithwick Rogue  
  January & February is the time of year when shad die o� because of the harsh winter weather. This die o�, combined 
with the fact that bass spend most of their time suspended during these two months, makes a jerkbait like the 
Smithwick Rogue an excellent choice for catching �sh.
  “A jerkbait of this style looks similar to a shad struggling for life,” says Uxa. “Few baits work as well for suspended shad 
as a jerkbait, and there are many brands and colors to choose from. I chose the Smithwick Rogue as the January/February 
Featured Bait because it’s a�ordable and versatile. You could certainly spend more money on other lures, but I want 
anglers who may just be starting out to know that you don’t need to buy the most expensive lures on the shelves to �nd 
something that works. The Smithwick Rogue has been around for a long time and comes in a wide variety of colors and 
styles.”
  Uxa does have a few words of caution about jerkbaits in general, advising anglers to be careful about hitting the lures 
against docks or rocks. “The lips of a jerkbait can break o� fairly easily if they take a hard hit, so just be careful when you’re 
casting,” he says. “This can happen to just about any jerkbait, whether you’ve spent $5 on it or $30, so be aware of that 
possibility and cast with that in mind.”
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Marcus Sykora is well known in the bass �shing 
community as one of Lake of the Ozarks’ best 

bass �shermen.

  
  Even though winter isn’t the busy 
season for tournaments, anglers 
wanting to get out on the lake in 
January and February for a competitive 
bass �shing experience can de�nitely 
�nd the opportunity to do so. Bassing 
Bob has added a series of winter bass 
�shing tournaments called the 
Bassing Bob Winter Bass Challenge to 
encourage people to come and enjoy 
the beauty of the lake during the 
colder months of the year. For more 
information on the Winter Bass 
Challenge, as well as a complete list of 
tournaments being held at Lake of 
the Ozarks organized by date, visit 
BassingBob.com.
  Uxa advises anglers participating in 
tournaments during January and 
February that practice is probably more 
important than any time of the year 
because the bass aren’t everywhere. 
“When the bass are in their winter 
pattern, there will be a lot of blank 
water,” says Uxa. “They’ll be at certain 
locations and they will be patternable. 
You just have to spend the time to �nd 
the active water.”

Marcus Sykora on Fishing 
Winter Tournaments

  Bassing Bob interviewed Marcus 
Sykora, a well-known tournament bass 
�sherman from the Lake of the Ozarks 
who strongly encourages anglers to 
come out and �sh the competitions in 
January and February. 

  "Winter at Lake of the Ozarks is one of 
the few times of the year when you can 
catch not only the most �sh in one 
outing, but also the biggest �sh of the 
year,” says Marcus. “Also, you can't beat 
�shing the lake in the winter months 
for the sheer tranquility; it's the most 
relaxing, beautiful, and peaceful time of 
the year."

Q:  How do you pre-�sh for a 
tournament in January or February?

A:  I like to focus on points within larger 
creeks and transitions where the size of 
the rock along the shoreline changes. 
Those are the places where it’s easiest 
to �nd the �sh. Once Ameren does the 
drawdown and the lake level is low, you 
can really see the rock composition and 
transitions.
  If I were starting from scratch and 
wasn’t familiar with this lake, I’d go into 
a smaller cove, start on main lake and 
then �sh all the way around the cove. 

Everywhere I got a bite, I’d document 
where that was and note whether it 
was a point, a channel swing, a rock 
transition, or anything that’s unique 
about that spot. Then I’d go to the next 
cove and try to repeat that success to 
�nd a pattern.

Q:  What strategies do you use to �nd 
the �sh, and where are you most 
likely to �nd them in January and 
February?
 
A:  It’s all about the bait, all about the 
forage. If you can �nd the forage, you 
increase your odds signi�cantly, 
whether you’ve found it on the main 
lake, at the very back of the cove, or 
somewhere in between. So I base my 
plan around where I’ve found the 
forage. The reason jerkbait is so deadly 
in wintertime is that it’s an exact 
match-the-hatch forage. Shad are very 
delicate creatures, and very sensitive to 
life and death in the winter. When the 
water gets into a certain temperature 
range, they start dying o�. Their 
metabolism is very slow, and their 
death process is very slow. 
  A suspending jerkbait mimics these 
dying shad. As you allow the jerkbait to 
suspend, and then twitch it down, 
you’re mimicking a shad as it dies. 
You’re showing the bass something 
that looks like an easy meal during a 
time when their own slowing 
metabolism means they’ll only put 
so much energy into going after their 
prey.

(continued next page) 
  

“It’s all about the bait, all about the forage.”

Tournament FishingTournament FishingTournament Fishing
 in January & February
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(continued from previous page)
  
    Another important thing: I try to �nd 
places where the wind hits the bank at 
a 90-degree angle. This pushes the �sh 
up on the bank, blows them into 
shallower water and makes them easier 
to catch. Wind also helps creates a 
lower light environment, which 
bunches up the shad and creates a 
more active foodchain. If you can relate 
to the bank, that’s very helpful. Around 
docks, I might try throwing a 
suspended jerkbait on the windblown 
shady side of the dock in the deeper 
part of the cove.

Q:  How do you decide what part of 
the lake to �sh?

A:  I almost always �sh the lower end of 
the lake in the winter. Water clarity is 
such an important factor at this time of 
the year and the Bagnell Dam end of 
the lake is usually pretty clear. Also, 
because there’s so much more water 
there, it’s historically warmer; it’s 
deeper and so it’s a lot more stable.

Q:  If it’s a buddy tournament, what 
do you do to complement each other 
out on the lake?

A:  We’ll both be �shing as slow as we 
can, and our presentation will probably 
be very similar. But the other person 
might be throwing a di�erent version 
of the bait, maybe a di�erent 
manufacturer, or change up the color 
pattern. For example, I might be using 
something natural while my �shing 
partner may throw something a little 
brighter or wilder in color.

Q:  You are well known for your focus 
on brushpiles in the winter. What 
makes �shing brushpiles so e�ective 
for you?

A:  First of all, I personally sink over 100 
trees in the lake each year. I believe a 
successful bass �sherman is one who 
�nds the places where opportunity and 
preparation meet. By sinking my own 
brushpiles, I’m creating more 
opportunities for myself. Brushpiles are 
incredibly e�ective as a form of cover, 
and a key location piece. When I’m 
�shing with a jerkbait and I know I’m 
directly over a good piece of cover, I’m 
more con�dent, and that con�dence 
helps me catch big bass. It will help 
other anglers too; that’s where 
preparation and doing your own 
legwork comes into play. The better 
prepared you are, the better you’ll do 
in a tournament.

Q:  Most anglers say winter �shing is 
all about three things: jerkbait, jigs 
and the Alabama rig. What’s your 
preference, and what advice can you 
give anglers to help them catch a big 
bass in the winter?

A:  I don’t �nd jigs to be as e�cient as 
the jerkbait, so I rarely use a jig when 
the bass are in their winter pattern. I’d 
say 97-99% of winter tournaments will 
be won with a jerkbait. Here are a few 
speci�cs I can share about how I like to 
�sh a jerkbait:

•  I like to use .060 lead wire wrapped 
around the front hook of the jerkbait to 
make sure it’s perfectly suspended. I 
prefer wire over SuspenDots because 
the dots can fall o� without you 
realizing it. I want my bait completely 
suspended, maybe sinking a little, in 
the 6- to 10-foot range.

•  I twitch the jerkbait down to my 
desired depth. The most important 
thing is where you throw it and how 
long it sits still. Count as you let it sit: 
one-one thousand, two-one thousand, 
etc., all the way to a 14 or 15 count. 
When you get a bite, remember where 
you were in your count, and that will 
give you your guideline for how long 
you need to let the bait sit still.

•  Make sure you have the right rod, reel 
and line set up for throwing a jerkbait. I 
prefer 8 lb test mono�lament and a 
basic standard reel with a 6.2 gear ratio. 
My preferred rod to use on a relatively 
windless day is a 6’8” 4-power Dobyns 
684CB, which is a crankbait rod. If 
you’re �shing on a day when there’s a 
lot of wave action, you need to switch 
to a heavier rod to deal with the bow 
the wind will put in your line. You have 
to be able to take the bow out of the 
line before you can set the hook, and 
the wrong rod can cause you to lose 
your �sh. So on days when there’s 
extreme wind chop, I recommend 
going with a heavier rod. I personally 
switch from the 684CB to the 685CB.

(continued next page)

Dobyns Champion 6’8” Medium Crankbait Rod 684CB

“I almost always 
fish the lower end 
of the lake in the 

winter.”
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The Megabass Vision 110 is Sykora’s top pick 
for jerkbait. 

(continued from previous page)
  

Q:  Do you have a preferred brand or 
color of jerkbait?

A:  I think the Megabass Vision 110 is 
without a doubt the best. It doesn’t 
matter what color it is, though I will say 
you’ll never go wrong with a pattern 
that mimics the shad. I think people get 
too hung up on color. Just go with 
what you like personally, what gives 
you con�dence, and focus on the 
things that really do matter, like the 
location you’re �shing and the action of 
the bait. You want to �nd a jerkbait that 
gives you that perfect wiggle. You 
should be able to feel the intense 
vibration on the end of the rod when 
you’re reeling it in. After the Megabass 
Vision 110, I’d say the next best jerkbait 
options are the SPRO McStick and then 
the Smithwick Rogue.

Q:  How do you feel about using the 
Alabama rig to �sh tournaments in 
the winter?

A:  The Alabama rig is a very powerful 
bait. If I were a weekend warrior, that’s 
all I’d use. It’s fun to throw, exciting to 
use and it does a great job of catching 
�sh. I like to rig mine with Zoom 
Swimmin Super Flukes. Missouri law 
requires that only three of the �ve baits 
on the rig have hooks, so I’ll make the 
top two the dummy baits.

  This is a very expensive bait to use, and the start-up cost 
is pretty high. Keep in mind that not all tournaments allow 
anglers to use the Alabama rig, so make sure you read the 
regulations before you use it. But if the tournament you’re 
�shing in DOES allow use of the Alabama rig, you pretty 
much have to stay married to it and throw it every single 
cast to stay in the game.

Zoom Swimmin Super Fluke

Missouri law requires that only three of the �ve baits on 
an Alabama rig have hooks.
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Je� Green - Bassing Bob Advisor
  Je� Green, a native to Lebanon, Missouri, is Ameren Missouri’s Shoreline Management Supervisor for 
Lake of the Ozarks, and has held this position for ten years. Green is proud of his work with Ameren 
Missouri which includes managing the largest single piece of real estate owned by Ameren Missouri, 
assisting volunteers in the removal of 30,000 cubic yards of trash with the Adopt-the-Shoreline program, 
and working to protect and promote one of the most important resources in the Midwest – Lake of the 
Ozarks. 
  In addition to the knowledge he’s gained managing the lake's shoreline for Ameren Missouri, for the past 
20 years Green has had a passion for �shing Lake of the Ozarks both recreationally and competitively. On 
average, he �shes about 25 tournaments per year on the lake and has developed many key strategies for 
catching big bass in a variety of conditions. Je�’s knowledge of Lake of the Ozarks, his tournament 
experience, and his passion for the lake and the people who live here give him an invaluable perspective on 
�shing Lake of the Ozarks. 
  Green is not only an avid bass �sherman and dedicated outdoorsman, he also has a passion for collecting 
antique �shing lures and memorabilia. He serves as one of Bassing Bob’s advisors.

Jack Uxa - Bassing Bob Expert
  Jack has been working in the �shing industry since 1997, and �shing Lake of the Ozarks since he was a 
child. His �rst job ever was working at a local St. Louis tackle store, Paul’s Bait and Tackle, counting night 
crawlers and taking care of the crickets and minnow system.  Jack moved to the Ozarks to go to college, 
and during that time worked at Bass Pro Shops in the �shing department. He started �shing and winning 
club tournaments, and then as a Co-Angler on some larger regional �shing circuits. Jack worked as a 
�shing guide for two years in the Minnesota Boundary Waters before moving to the Lake of the Ozarks.
  In 2003, he started his own guide service called simply “Jack’s Guide Service”, which has become 
increasingly successful each year. Jack is a U.S. Coast Guard licensed Lake of the Ozarks guide. 
In 2005, he was o�ered the Head Guide position at Tan-Tar-A Resort, a position he still holds.  Jack is out 
on the Lake of the Ozarks about 300 days each year!  You can learn more about Jack and his guiding 
services by visiting his website at http://www.�shinglakeoftheozarks.com/.
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Greg Stoner - Bassing Bob Advisor
  Greg has been employed with the Missouri Department of Conservation as a Fisheries Management 
Biologist since 1990, and he has been the Fisheries Management Biologist at Lake of the Ozarks since 
1991.
  Greg lives with his wife, son, and daughter on the Niangua Arm of Lake of the Ozarks outside Camdenton. 
To learn more about the Missouri Department of Conservation or to get information about �shing licenses, 
rules, and regulations for the Lake of the Ozarks, visit www.mdc.mo.gov/�shing.

Mariah Hughes - Bassing Bob Sta� Writer
  Mariah Hughes has held numerous positions over the years that have kept her connected to the 
great outdoors. Mariah has served as a wilderness guide and camp director at Philmont in New Mexico, 
Outdoor Skills Coordinator for the Missouri Department of Conservation, and Director of Outdoor Education 
and Programs for YMCA Trout Lodge and Camp Lakewood in Potosi, Missouri. She has a BS and MS in Wildlife 
Management from New Mexico State University, and is proud to have been an integral part of introducing 
many thousands of people to the outdoors.
  Serving as Bassing Bob’s Sta� Writer and Research Specialist, each month Mariah researches speci�c topics 
of interest to bass �shermen and conducts numerous interviews as she prepares to write the monthly Bassing 
Bob publications.  She enjoys knowing her work helps anglers prepare for a safe and enjoyable bass �shing 
experience at Lake of the Ozarks.

Marcus Sykora - Bassing Bob Professional Advisor
  Marcus Sykora is well known in the bass �shing community as one of Lake of the Ozarks’ best bass 
�shermen. He has won 7 Walmart Bass Fishing League (BFL) titles and has 22 top-10 �nishes in a total of 
50 BFL events. He has also won dozens of other team events and Pro-Ams in Missouri. Marcus has been 
named Anglers in Action’s Angler of the Year for 3 consecutive years, and has been featured in several 
national magazines, videos and brochures. His heaviest 5-�sh stringer at Lake of the Ozarks was 29.86 lbs, 
and his biggest bass on the lake was 9 lbs 4 oz.  
  Marcus married his high school sweetheart, Andrea, and they are the parents of two children, a boy and 
a girl.  He is a graduate of Mizzou and has been a State Farm Agent in Osage Beach since 2003.
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Bassing Bob’s mission is to provide a 
comprehensive Lake of the Ozarks bass 
�shing website that provides valuable 
insights and information to help bass 
�shermen of all skill levels increase 
their opportunities to catch more and 
bigger bass.
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If you have questions or suggestions for Bassing Bob, please contact us at:

PO Box 129
Osage Beach, MO 65065

573-286-0626

info@bassingbob.com


