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 Bass Fishing Bass Fishing Bass Fishing
November & December

at Lake of the Ozarks
  These two months bring a wonderful 
variety of conditions that make bass 
�shing at Lake of the Ozarks fun and 
exciting. Bassing Bob Advisor Ben 
London, U.S. Coast Guard certi�ed 
captain and winner of the 2009 Fall Big 
Bass Bash shares his expertise to help 
anglers make the most of their time on 
the lake in November and December.
  “November is the time of year when I 
feel you get true fall �shing,” says 
London. “The lake turnover is usually 
complete by this time and a lot of lures 
will catch �sh. Then in December, it often 
seems like the more extreme the 
weather, the better the �shing. The low 
pressure system that moves in with the 
snow de�ates the bass’ swim bladder, 
and they like to feed when this happens. 

If you get the opportunity to go �shing 
when it’s snowing, I say go for it – it’s a 
blast.”
  London says the important thing to 
remember when �shing in the late fall is 
to pay attention to the water 
temperature. “I have a saying that should 
help you �gure things out,” he says. 
“When it’s cold go to rocks, when it’s hot 
go to the docks.”

“When it’s cold go to rocks, when it’s hot go to the docks.”

  As the year comes to an end and the 
last two months of fall come and go, 
anglers will see big changes in the water 
temperatures and weather conditions at 
Lake of the Ozarks. November days can 
be sunny and mild with temperatures in 
the 70s, or cold, rainy and windy with 
temperatures in the 30s. Fall colors will 
still provide a beautiful backdrop for 
pleasant days on the lake early in the 
month but as the days pass and the 
hours of daylight decrease, the trees 
will lose their leaves, the daily highs 
and lows will drop rapidly and the 
water temperatures will fall into the 40s. 
Snowy or icy conditions become more 
of a possibility in December.

Ben London
Bassing Bob Advisor
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    “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed October 11, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.
    “Average Temperature in December for Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, USA”, WeatherSpark, accessed October 10, 2013, http://weatherspark.com/averages/29603/12/Lake-Ozark-Missouri-United-States. 
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Temperatures in November can sometimes be surprisingly 
pleasant at Lake of the Ozarks.   
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“Average Temperature in November for Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, USA”, WeatherSpark, accessed October 10, 2013, http://weatherspark.com/averages/29603/11/Lake-Ozark-Missouri-United-States. 

4 “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed October 11, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.

  Air temperatures in November decrease from an average 
high of 62°F to 49°F over the course of the month, exceeding 
76°F or dropping below 37°F only one day in ten. Daily low 
temperatures range from 31°F to 42°F, falling below 19°F or 
exceeding 55°F only one day in ten. The median cloud cover 
ranges from 28% (mostly clear) to 50% (partly cloudy). The 
trend is for cloudy conditions to become more likely as the 
month wears on. The wind is most often out of the south 
(21% of the time) and west (11% of the time). The average 
probability that some form of precipitation will be observed 
on any given day is 4%, with little variation over the course 
of the month.  Average rainfall is 2.27 inches and average 
snowfall is 2 inches. 2

1

November

In December, snow may occasionally blanket the hills surrounding the lake.   
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December

  Average daily high temperatures will 
continue to fall through the month of 
December, with average highs 
decreasing from 49°F to 42°F over the 
course of the month, and exceeding 
63°F or dropping below 26°F only one 
day in ten. Daily low temperatures 
range from 25°F to 30°F, falling below 
9°F or exceeding 43°F only one day in 
ten. The median cloud cover ranges 
from 49% (partly cloudy) to 58% 
(partly sunny), and cloud cover 
increases as the month passes. The 
average probability that some form of 
precipitation will be observed in a 
given day is 3%, with little variation 
over the course of the month.  The 
average rainfall in December is 1.88 
inches and the average snowfall is 4.1 
inches. 4

WeatherNovember & December 
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Water Temperatures in November and December 

5 “Lake Level/Temp”, Ozark Digital Data, accessed October 21, 2013, http://server.odd.net/waterlevel/index.php.
6 “Lake of the Ozarks Weather”, Lake of the Ozarks Convention and Visitor Bureau, accessed October 11, 2013, http://www.funlake.com/getting_here/weather.html.
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December

  As the air temperatures fall and the 
hours of daylight decrease, the 
temperature of the water continues 
to decline. November water 
temperatures generally begin the 
month in the 60s, but by the end of 
the month fall down into the 50s. By 
the beginning of December, water 
temperatures fall to the low 50s and 
upper 40s. The end of the year often 
sees water temperatures dipping into 
the 30s.  The average water 
temperature in November is 57°F; in 
December the average falls to 47.5°F. 
  “It doesn’t take long for the water to 
cool o� once we start getting 
nighttime air temperatures in the 
lower 50s and upper 40s,” says 
London. “We’ll generally see about a 
12 degree drop in water temperatures 
from the beginning of October to the 
start of November. The biggest 
change from October to November is 
that usually turnover is �nished, 
though there have been years when it 
has still been going on in November 
because of hotter than normal 
temperatures or drought conditions. 
If turnover does continue in 
November, �sh shallow in 6 feet of 
water or less.” 
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Cold Weather Safety

  Colder weather calls for some 
additional safety precautions. The 
combination of wind, cold and water 
can be dangerous if appropriate 
measures aren’t taken to ensure that 
everyone on board is warm and dry. 
However, with proper planning and 
weather-appropriate clothing, even 
the coldest days on the lake can be 
safely and comfortably enjoyed. 
  London, an experienced guide on 
Lake of the Ozarks, has spent plenty 
of low-temperature days on the lake. 
He is serious about making sure his 
guests are adequately out�tted 
before they venture out on the water. 
“I insist that my guests bring a 
complete change of clothing with 
them on the boat once the air and 
water temperatures drop,” he says. 
“When �shing during the late fall and 
winter months, it is extremely 
important to take precautions against 
hypothermia.”
  Here are some simple tips from 
Bassing Bob to help you stay safe and 
comfortable when enjoying the lake 
in the colder months of the year:

•  Wear a life jacket at all times when 
in the boat. An unexpected dip in the 
water at this time of year can be 
shocking and even deadly if safety 
precautions aren’t followed. London 
recommends a Mustang-style 
lifejacket which automatically in�ates 
when submersed in water or when 
the user pulls the activation cord.

(continued next page)
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When boating in the colder months of the year, 
a lifejacket is a critical piece of equipment and 
should be worn at all times while on the boat.
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•  Dress in layers for warmth so you can 
adjust your clothing to the heat and 
cold. Make sure one of the layers is rain 
gear which will protect you from both 
precipitation and wind, and choose 
clothes made with wicking materials that 
pull moisture away from your body.
•  Don’t wear heavy boots; these make it 
very hard to swim if you accidentally fall 
in the water.
•  Always bring a change of clothes in 
case you get wet.
•  Learn to fish with gloves. London takes 
about a dozen pairs of jersey gloves with 
him each time he’s out on the lake and as 
they get wet, he’ll switch them out for a 
dry pair.

•  Use hand and foot warmers 
strategically placed; these work just as 
well under a hat or beneath the neck of a 
turtleneck as they do in your shoes, 
gloves and pockets.
•  Decks on boats get wet and are 
especially dangerous when they freeze. 
London says if you know it’s going to be 
icy, wear strap-on cleats. He also 
suggests laying out bath towels over the 
slippery surfaces; when the towels 
freeze, just peel them up and put new 
ones down. 
•  A full-face helmet is extremely helpful 
when changing locations, especially in 
the freezing rain. Waterproof gauntlet 
gloves will also make the time you spend 
moving from one location to another 
much more pleasant.
•  Make sure you eat throughout the day 
as food creates energy and heat. Take 
out a thermos of hot soup and/or hot 
chocolate. A simple peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich is a great source of protein 
on a cold day.
•  Make sure your boat’s kill switch is 
working, lights are in working order, 
batteries are charged and that your fuel 
supply is adequate before you head out 
on the lake.
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  If you plan to get your boat out on 
the water at least once a month 
during the colder months of the 
year, it’s important to do a few 
extra things to keep your boat safe. 
Bassing Bob talked with Dan 
Bowman of Formula Boats in Osage 
Beach to get his suggestions for 
taking care of your boat so you can 
�sh all winter long!
  “The great thing about outboard 
motors is that they don’t require a 
lot of maintenance to keep them 
running over the winter,” says 
Bowman. “If you’re using your boat 
at least once a month, you don’t 
need to winterize it. However, you 
do need to follow a few simple 
instructions to continue to use 
your boat safely during the winter. 

•  When you’re done fishing for the 
day, make sure you put the engine 
straight up and down letting all the 
water drain out so it can’t freeze.
•  Change the lower unit grease 
every year, primarily in the fall, so 
there’s no chance of water inside 
the lower unit freezing.
•  Make sure your batteries have 
proper acid levels, otherwise they 
can actually freeze and crack. Keep 
the batteries charged.
•  If you are using the boat less than 
once a month, you still need to do 
all of the things mentioned above, 
but you also need to put stabilizer 
in the fuel.”

With a little extra boat care, anglers can keep �shing all winter long!

(continued from previous page)

Cold Weather Boat Care
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The biggest of the annual tournaments 
o�ered during the last two months of 
the year is the Anglers in Action Bass 
Challenge traditionally scheduled near 
Thanksgiving with space for 100 boats 
and respectable 1st place payouts for 
both Big Bass and Total Weight.
  “One big di�erence in tournaments 
held at this time of year is the weight of 
the bag you’ll need to win a 
tournament,” says London. “You’ll need 
to bring in 20 plus pounds to win now 
that the turnover is past. Plus those �sh 
are in their feeding mode to get ready 
for the winter, so anglers will be 
catching some big bass. It makes for 
exciting tournament �shing.”
  
  

  A new addition to the tournament 
scene in 2013/2014 is Bassing Bob’s 
own series of tournaments, The Winter 
Bass Challenge, which will be held in 
cooperation with Robin’s Resort during 
the late fall and winter months. The �rst 
one is scheduled for the end of 2013 
during the week between Christmas 
and New Years. “Tournaments are more 
fun at this time of year,” says Dave 
Bueltmann, Bassing Bob’s Vice 
President of Sales. “It’s a time when you 
have this whole big lake to �sh with 
very little �shing pressure. Plus, it’s an 
excellent time of the year for novice 
and weekend anglers to win Big Bass 
awards.” For more info visit the 
BassingBob.com website. 

  

Generation of Current
 
  November and December are typically 
months that see relatively little rainfall 
and minimal current generation. 
“Generation is typically light in the fall 
due to low power demand,” says Je� 
Green, Ameren Missouri’s Shoreline 
Management Supervisor for Lake of the 
Ozarks. “Heavy rainfall can increase 
generation. The lake level should 
remain steady at 657 to 658.5 feet
throughout the last two months of the 
year.”
  When current is generated during 
these months of declining air and 
water temperatures, London suggests 
�shing just outside the main lake 
points. “When water gets cold,” says 
London, “bass don’t like to �ght the 
current so they’ll get out of the direct 
current and might hang in the seam or 
on structure or cover nearby. They still 
want to feed, so they’ll move to a place 
where the current doesn’t hit them. 
Find the indentations in the outcrops, 
cuts in the blu�s, and outcroppings 
that will act as a mini wing dam and 
�sh these spots. Remember, anytime 
you have running water, it will always 
be colder than the still water, and 
during November and December, the 
bass will be seeking out warmer water.”

November & December 
Tournaments

  Though the number of tournaments 
held in November and December 
decreases signi�cantly, anglers can still 
�nd some great opportunities to �sh 
competitively during these months. 
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Catching Bass in 
November & December
 
  In early November, anglers will �nd 
bait�sh packed in the backs of coves 
where oxygen levels are high following 
turnover, and the bass will be close by. 
“Just about anything you want to 
throw, you can catch �sh on it in 
November,” says London. “Topwaters 
and jigs are a big deal this month. So 
are crawdad-colored and shad-pattern 
crankbaits. You’re really targeting 12 
feet to the surface. Spinnerbaits really 
come into play in November too.”
  London suggests anglers start �shing 
about halfway back in the coves and 
work it to the very back. “Most coves all 
over the lake will have shad in 
November,” he says. “Find a good 
secondary point and work your way 
back. You’re moving to the backs of 
coves because that’s where the shad 
are now.”
  This is the time of year when the 
Alabama Rig comes back into play. 
“Fish an A-Rig like you would a jerkbait 
by the docks, throwing it at a 
45- degree angle,” says London. 
“Remember, in Missouri you can only 
have three hooked baits on an A-Rig. 
The other two need to be dummies. I’ll 
put 1/8 oz heads on the upper baits, 
and go a little bigger with the lower 
ones, maybe a ¼ oz. I �nd that the bass 
seem to go after the lower, bigger-
weighted baits. I like to use a big 4-5 
inch paddletail swimbait so it’s big 
enough that I can barely crank it and it 
will still wiggle just a little bit, but not 
too much. Stick with colors like pearl, 
whites, black and white. Generally try 
to match a shad pattern, but 
sometimes something that will 
resemble a crappie with a light green 
hue to it and black specs will do the 
trick.”

In early November, �nd a good secondary point and work your way from there to the back 
of the cove where the bait�sh are.

As the end of November approaches, 
London starts to put jerkbaits in play. 
“It all depends on how quickly the 
water temperature is cooling down,” he 
says. “This will dictate how fast or slow 
you need to work your bait. As long as 
the temps are in the upper 50s and 
low- to mid-60s, you can still �sh lures 
with a good bit of action; this is a great 
temperature range to �nd bass in the 
shallows. Once the water temperature 
goes below that, they’ll start to slow 
down and you have to adjust for this 
change.” 

The Alabama Rig starts to come back into play 
as the water temperatures cool and the shad 

are in thick schools.

  When the weather starts to get cold 
or a big cold front moves in, London 
heads to rocky banks on secondary 
points. “Look for big chunk rock to 
boulder-sized rocks. These hold a lot 
of heat and they work as a kind of 
furnace for bait�sh, crawdads and 
bass,” he says. “Crawdads are pretty 
active in November, around a lot of 
rocks, and feeding heavily. They are a 
primary cold-weather food source for 
bass, so �nd the places where 
crawdads are and you’ll �nd bass.” 
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  London �nds that bass don’t seem to 
like to be in the brush in the late fall 
like they do the rest of the year. 
However, if the water temperature is 
really cold, they’ll get in the brush-
piles on windblown docks or in 
between docks because this gives 
them an ambush point. “There’s 
always a dock pattern on this lake,” 
London says. “When the wind blows 
against the docks, they act as a wind 
break. Try the �rst few docks you 
come to in the coves if the water temp 
is really cold and throw the lightest jig 
that you can throw and still feel. The 
jig will �oat down slowly and if the 
bass are suspended around those 
docks, you may get lucky. 

  Once the shallow waters cool and the 
shad move out of the coves, London 
stresses that your �sh locator is your best 
friend for �nding balls of shad where 
bass may be feeding. “Start on main lake 
points and see if they’re there,” he 
advises. “They’ll really start to get on 
channel banks because they can move 
up and down in the water column. Look 
for these isolated schools of shad and 
tempt the nearby bass with a suspended 
jerkbait. Get the bait down to them and 
let it sit there; when it sits there, it 
tempts them with an easy meal at this 
time of year. You can also try slowly 
�shing a swimbait or slow rolling a 
spinnerbait through the shad to see if 
you can trigger a strike.”
  Jigs and jerkbaits are very important 
when the weather gets cold. “Put on a 
jig, �sh the bottom, and �sh slow,” says 
London. “Cold fronts may also put the 
bass on the blu�s because these hold a 
lot of heat and take awhile to cool o�. 
Bang the banks with big rocks and wind. 
You need something that you can �sh 
slowly so you can �sh the rocks 
e�ciently. You can use soft plastics as 
the water starts to cool o�, but don’t use 
something with a lot of action. Too much 
action isn’t natural this time of year.”

Look for shorelines with big chunk rock as these act as a kind of furnace for bass seeking warmer waters.

Jigs and jerkbaits are very important when the weather gets cold.

Windy chunk rock bank

  
A suspended jerkbait is one of the 
best baits to try throwing in this 
situation. It looks like an injured 
bait�sh and a bass will think it’s a 
slow, easy meal. A tight-wobbling 
crankbait, like a Rat-L-Trap, is also a 
great choice in this situation. I’ll use a 
Rat-L-Trap until temps get down to 
around 40 degrees.”

(continued next page) 
 

Rat-L-Trap
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  (continued from previous page)

  Around the beginning to the middle of December, you’ll start to see �sh move out to their winter habitat. This usually happens 
when the water temps get into the low 50s and upper 40s. London suggests that once this happens, anglers will need to focus 
on main lake points, blu�s, main lake humps, and sometimes the �rst third of a cove. “You usually won’t �nd bass in the middle 
or back of the coves once they get into their winter pattern,” he says. “On windy days in December when the temps are still in 
the upper 40s, I’ll still use a spinnerbait sometimes, but I’ll work it slow. In general though, this is when I’ll phase out using 
spinnerbaits.”

Pick Cove for November & December

Anderson Hollow Cove (aka Party Cove) is a place few anglers would venture in 
the summer, but in the fall and winter it becomes a quiet and peaceful part of 
the lake where �shing opportunities abound!
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  London’s pick for a great cove to �sh in November and 
December is Anderson Hollow Cove at the 4 MM of the 
Grand Glaize Arm. Also known as “Party Cove”, this part of 
the lake is de�nitely not a good place for bass boats during 
the summer months. However, once the recreational 
boaters are gone for the season, it becomes an excellent 
place for anglers to �sh. “Anderson Hollow Cove always has 
bait�sh in it this time of year,” says Bassing Bob Advisor Ben 
London. “It has steep secondary points and channel banks, 
and a nice �at in the back. It’s a deep cove and the �sh will 
be there all year. In late fall and winter, this cove can 
produce some nice big bass.”

....................................................................................Ben London’s Ben London’s Ben London’s 
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Late Fall’s 
Featured 

Bait 
 
  One of Ben London’s favorite 
baits to use in the late fall, 
especially in places like 
Anderson Hollow Cove (aka 
Party Cove) where the bait�sh 
population is high, is the 
Megabass Vision 110 jerkbait in a 
natural shad color. “I would 
throw this bait on all the points 
and channel banks from the 
mouth of the cove to about 
halfway back,” London says. “Use 
a jerk, jerk, pause action and 
follow it up with a slight line tug; 
then repeat the sequence. As the 
water cools to wintertime temps, 
slow the jerking action down 
and pause the bait for longer 
periods of time between jerks.”

Megabass Vision 110 Jerkbait

Transparent jerkbait 
with a purple hue

Spinnerbait with Colorado blades
Wiggle Wart

for November & 

•  If the water is murky or stained, you have to be closer to the fish because they can’t 
   see far. Throw a jerkbait in a wild, out-of-the-ordinary color that you wouldn’t use 
   in clear water situations. 

•  Always make sure you have a jig with you – when it’s cold, it’s all about jigs and
   jerkbaits. 

•  Even in the wintertime, Lake of the Ozarks has a morning bite. Fish this time of day 
   with a jerkbait on the main lake points, blu�s, and big rock shorelines. 

•  Low pressure systems which move in with cold fronts, rain and snow will cause the 
   bass to put on the feeding bag as their swim bladder de�ates. In these circumstances
   the �shing is good all day long.

•  Bass tend to suspend when the air pressure is high and it gets a little more difficult 
   to catch them. When this happens, try using a �nesse jig or jerkbait in brushpiles 
   down about 15 feet. 

•  In very windy conditions, anglers might do better using a spinning rod than a
   baitcaster. Fish windy docks at a 45-degree angle with a jerkbait, getting as close 
   to the dock as possible.

•  Leave topwaters, square-bill and medium-diving crankbaits at home as water
   temperatures drop into the 40s.
 
•  If it’s cloudy and water temps are in the mid- to upper-50s, throw a jig and target 
   rocky, riprap banks.

•  On clear days in the upper 40s with moderate wind, throw a jerkbait around shad.
 
•  If it’s rainy and in the low- to mid-50s with a light wind, try using a jerkbait, 
   spinnerbait, or a medium-diving crankbait.

•  If the water is stained or muddy, use a spinnerbait with smallish gold- or 
   copper-colored Colorado blades and a trailer in either white/chartreuse or 
   one with strips of black and white.

•  A Wiggle Wart is also a good option for stained or muddy water. 

 

•  When the water is clear and the day is sunny, try a transparent jerkbait with a
   purple or chartreuse hue to it. Fish can see that jerkbait from a long way away.

 

Quick Tips December Fishing



INCREASE THE SURVIVAL 

  From the perspective of how �sh are 
cared for, both anglers and tournament 
organizers have the same ultimate 
goal: maximize �sh survival. However, 
while the angler may have 5 �sh in his 
care, the tournament organizer may 
have 50 or 500! The tournament 
organizer wants to minimize the 
amount of time and the number of 
handling steps between the removal 
of �sh from the angler’s boat and their 
release back to the lake.

Bassing Bob, LLC 2013
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Part 4 of a 4-Part Series*

By Greg Stoner
Fisheries Management Biologist for the
Missouri Department of Conservation
 

  
  A good weigh-in site will allow anglers 
to remove �sh from their boats and 
quickly get them into the life-support 
tanks. Characteristics of a good 
weigh-in site are:

•  Close to angler boat mooring/parking   
   lot area
•  Close to good release site or release
   boat
•  Shade for anglers and life-support
   tanks is available
•  Plenty of room for observers without
   interfering with weigh-in process

  This can be a stressful time for the �sh 
due to the amount of handling 
involved and the time that the �sh is 
out of a life-support system.  Here are 
several tips aimed at minimizing this 
stress.

The Weigh-in Bag

The weigh-in bag and how it is used 
is a very important part of the weigh-in 
process. The bag itself should be made 
of a sturdy material strong enough to 
carry at least 30 to 35 pounds which 
equates to about 2 gallons of water 
and 15 to 20 pounds of �sh. 
The bags should be perforated so that 
water can be easily exchanged 
between the bag and the life-support 
tank.

  The weigh-in bag can also help 
organize the tournament. Only hand 
out a limited amount of bags and insist 
that the anglers use only your bags. 
This will help to minimize the time that 
�sh are not in a good life-support 
system (either the anglers’ boat 
livewell or the life-support tank.)

What Tournament Organizers Can Do To 

Of Released Fish

A good weigh-in site will allow anglers to remove �sh 
from their boats and quickly get them into the life-support 
tanks.

The weigh-in bag and how it is used plays an 
important part in keeping �sh healthy during 
the weigh-in process.

Both anglers and 
tournament 
organizers have the 
same ultimate goal: 
maximize fish 
survival.

Weigh-in Site 
Selection

Weigh-in Process
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The Life-Support Tank   

  The purpose of the weigh-in 
life-support tank is essentially the same 
as the livewell on a boat. As with a 
livewell, you should be concerned 
about the water temperature, dissolved 
oxygen, and addition of salt to help the 
�sh maintain the correct water balance 
within their bodies.

Temperature
 
  The morning of your tournament, take 
the temperature of the lake at your 
weigh-in site. If the temperature is 75 
degrees or less, maintain the water in 
your tank at that temperature. If the 
temperature is above 75 degrees, 
maintain the water in your tank 5 to 10 
degrees cooler by adding ice. By 
lowering the temperature of the 
life-support tank in hot conditions, you 
accomplish two important things: you 
reduce the amount of oxygen required 
by your �sh and increase the amount of 
oxygen in the water your tank can hold.

Dissolved Oxygen

  The dissolved oxygen in your life- 
support tank will quickly be depleted 
without some type of continuous 
aeration. A relatively inexpensive way 
to accomplish this is to out�t each tank 
with a high capacity bilge pump which 
is attached to 4 or 6 spray nozzles 
above the waterline. These nozzles 
circulate and aerate the water in the 
life-support tank. Each contestant can 
also hold their weigh-in bag under a 
nozzle to add oxygenated water. 
To further improve the amount of 
dissolved oxygen in the life-support 
tank, you can utilize an electric-or 
gas-powered air compressor connected 
to a bubble stone placed on the 
bottom of the tank. 

Judging and Weighing 
the Fish   

  During the course of a weigh-in, each 
contestant’s �sh are judged as to 
whether they are alive or dead and 
whether they meet minimum length 
requirements. The biggest �sh is 
typically weighed alone, and then the 
entire catch is weighed. All of these 
steps add up to a signi�cant amount of 
handling of the �sh while outside of a 
life-support system. The key here is to 
keep the handling and the time the �sh 
are outside of a life-support system to 
an absolute minimum.

Judging/Weighing Basket
 
  A set of rectangular plastic laundry 
baskets works very well to handle the 
fish at the weigh-in. Each basket has 
holes drilled in the bottom so that all of 
the water can quickly drain from it. 
Since all of your baskets must weigh 
the same, adjusting the number of 
drain holes will allow you to equalize 
the weights of your baskets. A plastic 
utility sink works very well to hold the 
basket during the judging process. A 
hose �tted to the bottom of the sink 
will also allow you to direct the water 
from the contestants’ weigh-in bags 
away from the people working the 
weigh-in.
  Gently pour all of a contestant’s �sh in 
one of the baskets for alive/dead and 
length judging. If length is in question, 
measure only the smallest �sh, being 
sure to wet your hands before handling 
any �sh.
  The �sh are then weighed in the 
basket. If the contestant has a big bass 
to weigh, remove this �sh and weigh it 
in another basket.

The Salt Dip

  After weights are taken and the �sh 
are still in a laundry basket, it is a good 
idea to submerse them in a 3% 
non-iodized salt dip for 10 to 15 
seconds (but no longer) before release.  
A second utility sink works well for this.  
This dip will signi�cantly reduce stress 
and prevent disease in the released �sh. 
The temperature of the dip should be 
the same as that of the life-support 
tank. It is normal for the �sh to lose 
equilibrium during the dip, but they 
quickly recover when placed in fresh 
water.

Submersion in a 3% non-iodized salt dip for 10 to 15 
seconds will signi�cantly reduce stress and prevent 
disease in a released �sh.

The key here is to keep the 
handling and the time the 
�sh are outside of a life-
support system to an 
absolute minimum.
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Releasing 
the Fish   

  There are several good ways to get the 
�sh back into the lake following the 
weigh-in. Characteristics of a good 
release site are:

•  Relatively cool, clear water with good 
   circulation and oxygen
•  Hard or rocky bottom
•  Deep water (3 feet minimum at the
   release site)
•  Away from boat traffic or busy ramps

Avoid sites that have any of the 
following characteristics:

•  Areas with muddy water
•  Areas with dense vegetation or
   silty/muddy bottoms
•  Shallow areas with no deep water 
   nearby
•  Areas of high public use

A young angler uses a release chute to return his �sh to the lake.

Release Chute 
 
  An 8-inch inner diameter PVC pipe 
works well to release �sh in areas where 
it is di�cult to walk down to the water’s 
edge, or in areas where deep waters are 
some distance from shore.  The pipe 
should be placed no steeper than 1:3 
(rise over run) slope with the downhill 
end of the chute less than 12 inches 
above the water. A continuous �ow of 
water should be provided to allow the 
�sh to slide easily without damaging the 
mucus membrane. If two or more pipes 
need to be connected together, make 
sure the bell end of the coupler is 
pointed uphill in order to prevent the �sh 
from striking any sharp edges.

  

Release Boat

  Although expensive, a release boat is a 
good option for some tournaments, 
especially if the weigh-in site is not 
suitable to a good release site or if the 
weigh-in site is heavily used by a number 
of tournaments.
  However, use of a release boat adds 
another handling step in the weigh-in 
process and should be avoided unless a 
good release site is not available.

Contestant Boats

  Each contestant has in his or her 
possession a small release boat; a 
livewell. Release of �sh by the 
contestants is appropriate when release 
site conditions at or near the weigh-in are 
poor. If this is the method to be used, the 
angler should maintain the conditions in 
their livewell the same as if they were still 
competing in the tournament. 



  
  London �nds that bass don’t seem to 
like to be in the brush in the late fall 
like they do the rest of the year. 
However, if the water temperature is 
really cold, they’ll get in the brush-
piles on windblown docks or in 
between docks because this gives 
them an ambush point. “There’s 
always a dock pattern on this lake,” 
London says. “When the wind blows 
against the docks, they act as a wind 
break. Try the �rst few docks you 
come to in the coves if the water temp 
is really cold and throw the lightest jig 
that you can throw and still feel. The 
jig will �oat down slowly and if the 
bass are suspended around those 
docks, you may get lucky. 
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* To read Parts 1, 2 and 3 of this series, visit BassingBob.com and click on 
   the Publications tab found on the Resources webpage. 

•  Part 1 is on page 20 of “Bassing Bob’s Lake of the Ozarks Tournament Bass 
   Fishing.”
•  Part 2 is on page 7 of “Bassing Bob’s September Bass Fishing.”
•  Part 3 is on page 9 of “Bassing Bob’s October Bass Fishing.” 
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Paper Tournaments
 
  As we have seen, the best way to 
maximize the survival of �sh is to 
minimize the amount of stress a �sh 
has to deal with. For smaller clubs, a 
good way to do this is to conduct 
“paper tournaments” where the �sh 
are measured and released back to the 
lake immediately after being caught. 
A scoring system, based on the lengths 
of the �sh caught, is then used in lieu of 
a weigh-in to determine the winner.

Reduced Limits

  In most cases, the fewer �sh there are in 
a livewell, the easier it will be to maintain 
adequate oxygen levels and keep 
ammonia levels down. This can be done 
by limiting the maximum number of �sh 
that can be weighed in to 3 or 4 instead 
of the usual 5 to 8. 

Flights

In larger tournaments, having the 
contestants launch and return in �ights 
staggered at 15 minute intervals will 
help the weigh-in run more smoothly.

Miscellaneous 
Items
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&Experts
Advisors

Je� Green - Bassing Bob Advisor
  Je� Green, a native to Lebanon, Missouri, is Ameren Missouri’s Shoreline Management Supervisor for 
Lake of the Ozarks, and has held this position for ten years. Green is proud of his work with Ameren 
Missouri which includes managing the largest single piece of real estate owned by Ameren Missouri, 
assisting volunteers in the removal of 30,000 cubic yards of trash with the Adopt-the-Shoreline program, 
and working to protect and promote one of the most important resources in the Midwest – Lake of the 
Ozarks. 
  In addition to his knowledge of the lake through his career in managing the lake's shoreline for Ameren 
Missouri, for the past 20 years Green has had a passion for �shing Lake of the Ozarks both recreationally 
and competitively. With an average of over 25 tournaments per year on the lake, he has developed many 
key strategies for catching big bass in many conditions. Je�’s knowledge of the lake and his tournament 
experience, combined with his passion for the lake and the people who live here, give him an invaluable 
perspective on �shing Lake of the Ozarks. 
  Green is not only an avid bass �sherman and dedicated outdoorsman, but has a passion for collecting 
antique �shing lures and memorabilia. He serves as one of Bassing Bob’s advisors.

Ben London - Bassing Bob Advisor
  Ben started �shing with his dad when he was only �ve years old. His �rst experience bass �shing was 
at a 5th grade church retreat where he �shed for three straight days. Ben’s dad always encouraged him 
to pursue his love of �shing, so when at the young age of 17 Ben announced that he wanted to make a 
living bass �shing, his dad said, “You can do that!”
  Ben’s years of participating in bass �shing tournaments led to his winning the October 2009 Big Bass 
Bash at Lake of the Ozarks, where he had moved in 2002 to pursue his dream. Now Ben is a U.S. Coast 
Guard certi�ed captain who owns his own company, Get the Net! Guide Service.
  Ben recently relocated to the Branson area where he will continue to guide on the lakes in that part 
of Missouri. He was recently married, and is thrilled that his new wife loves to �sh! You can learn more 
about Ben London and Get the Net! Guide Service by visiting http://www.lakeofozarks�shing.com/.
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Advisors

Greg Stoner - Bassing Bob Advisor
  Greg has been employed with the Missouri Department of Conservation as a Fisheries Management 
Biologist since 1990, and he has been the Fisheries Management Biologist at Lake of the Ozarks since 
1991.
  Greg lives with his wife, son, and daughter on the Niangua Arm of Lake of the Ozarks outside Camdenton. 
To learn more about the Missouri Department of Conservation or to get information about �shing licenses, 
rules, and regulations for the Lake of the Ozarks, visit www.mdc.mo.gov/�shing.

Mariah Hughes - Bassing Bob Sta� Writer
  Mariah Hughes, Sta� Writer for BassingBob.com, has held numerous positions over the years that have 
kept her connected to the great outdoors. Mariah has served as a wilderness guide and camp director at 
Philmont in New Mexico, Outdoor Skills Coordinator for the Missouri Department of Conservation, and 
Director of Outdoor Education and Programs for YMCA Trout Lodge and Camp Lakewood in Potosi, 
Missouri. She has an MS in Wildlife Management from New Mexico State University.
  Mariah is proud to have been an integral part of introducing literally thousands of people to the outdoors, 
and she is very excited to be part of the writing sta� at BassingBob.com. She looks forward to helping 
anglers get outside for a safe and enjoyable bass �shing experience!



  

Notes:
Keep notes for quick reference on lure suggestions, tricks and tactics here - 
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  Bassing Bob’s mission is to provide a 
comprehensive Lake of the Ozarks bass 
�shing website that provides valuable 
insights and information to help bass 
�shermen of all skill levels increase 
their opportunities to catch more and 
bigger bass.
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If you have questions or suggestions for Bassing Bob, please contact us at:

PO Box 129
Osage Beach, MO 65065

573-286-0626

info@bassingbob.com


